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Date Palm (phoenix dactyliferal) is one of the major fruit crops in Iran. It plays an important role
in food security, job creation, and national economy. Also over 50 types of by-products (food, hygiene
and industrial products) are provided by date. Date Palm is a suitable tree for preventing
desertification and making landscapes.

During 2009, Iran with 1,080,000 tons’ date production was placed in the second rank among the
main date producing countries. FAO statistics shows, annually, between 10-13 percent of annual date
production in Iran was exported with prices lower than global average, Iran Date industry is placed
in the first rank in the World regarding parameters like cultivated area (250,000 ha.), date genetic
resources (having 420 cultivars) and volume of Date export (about 100,000 tons’ annual export). It has
not been ranked high in parameters like average yield per hectare (7Th rank) and average price of
exported date (less than global average), product less rate (30 percent) and quality (about 40 percent
is standard).

The authors of this text believe that most of these problems will be solved if selecting and cultivating
outstanding cultivars and applying scientific management in cultivation, maintenance, harvesting and
marketing stages.

Madjool date is a foreign cultivar with high commercial value in international fruit markets. Its
cultivation was the matter of interest in Iran. In two last decades, much attention has been paid it by
Ministry of Jahad-e-Agriculture. Unfortunately, there is not enough information about planting and
management of this cultivar in country. This publication has focused on representing the history,
commercial value, quantity and quality or fruits, methods of planting and management of this
cultivar. This is very necessary for experts and date growers to increase their knowledge and
experience about this cultivar.

. Keywords: Date Palm, Madjool, cultivation, Fars Province.
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